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A Study on the Continuity of Kindergartens Founded During
the Meiji Period in Hiroshima Prefecture
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Abstract

In our country, the main types of educational facilities for preschoolers include preschools, nursery schools,
and certified child care facilities. Among preschools, many do not meet the minimum enrollment and often
close their doors. In this study, a survey was conducted at preschools operating since the Meiji period in
Hiroshima Prefecture to analyze awareness among the current teaching staff about the reasons behind the
enduring existence of their preschools. The objective was to investigate the factors that make their continued
survival possible.

The result showed a significant difference in responses to multiple-choice questions concerning their opinions on the
institution's founding philosophy and the present management's philosophy, whether they believe their institution
IS In any way more superior to other preschools, and if they felt there was any threat to the continued
existence of their institution. In contrast to the fifteen multiple-choice questions, the result of the free response
questions, based on the viewpoints of children, childcare workers, and guardians, suggest that flexibility that
meets the needs of the times, in addition to the enduring continuation of individual schools are important.
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